
How Can I Complete a Basic Outline for this Research Paper?

First you need to mark up your song and see what you’ve got.  I would recommend underlining portions of the song
that you think are (or might be) significant. After you’ve got the entire song marked up, then try to figure out the
argument that you think the song is making.

For instance, after reading the poem “We Wear the Mask,” I might claim this poem is helping people understand
deception. (Keep in mind, as we learned in class, this is not the only argument this poem might be making.) Now, I
need to find proof that the poem does, in fact, deal with “deception.”  But notice below that underlining alone
doesn’t really help me out.

We Wear the Mask

WE wear the mask that grins and lies,
It hides our cheeks and shades our eyes,—
This debt we pay to human guile;
With torn and bleeding hearts we smile,
And mouth with myriad subtleties.

Why should the world be over-wise,
In counting all our tears and sighs?
Nay, let them only see us, while

We wear the mask.

We smile, but, O great Christ, our cries
To thee from tortured souls arise.
We sing, but oh the clay is vile
Beneath our feet, and long the mile;
But let the world dream otherwise,

We wear the mask!

In this case, almost EVERY word is underlined because I believe EVERY line has to do with deception.  Therefore,
it will make life MUCH easier if I can find different ways the poem is addressing deception.  For instance, I might
say the poem helps us understand deception by showing us

1. how we deceive others.
2. why we deceive others.
3. the negatives of our deceptions.

Now look at the same poem when I look for these different aspects of deception.

WE wear the mask that grins and lies,
It hides our cheeks and shades our eyes,—
This debt we pay to human guile;
With torn and bleeding hearts we smile,
And mouth with myriad subtleties.

Why should the world be over-wise,
In counting all our tears and sighs?
Nay, let them only see us, while

We wear the mask.

We smile, but, O great Christ, our cries



To thee from tortured souls arise.
We sing, but oh the clay is vile
Beneath our feet, and long the mile;
But let the world dream otherwise,

We wear the mask!

Notice, once I have the categories, I am easily able to find the portions of the text that match the categories.  Then
comes the easy part—outlining it so that you know what you’re going to write and when.

* * *
Song You Are Analyzing: “We Wear the Mask”
The Argument of the Story (Your Thesis): This poem helps us better understand deception.
Reasons (Major points that support your thesis claim):

1) Shows us how we deceive others.
2) Shows us why we deceive others.
3) Shows us the negatives to our deceptions.

NOTE: The thesis of this paper might sound like this—

Paul Lawrence Dunbar’s poem, “We Wear the Mask,” helps us to better understand human
deception by showing us how we deceive others, why we deceive others and the negative effects of
our deceptions.

Body Paragraph 1:
Topic Sentence (Take Straight from Your Reason 1): First, “We Wear the Mask,” helps us to better understand human
deception by showing us how we deceive others.

1st Quote that supports this: “We wear the mask”
Explanation: The “we” shows that everyone in the human race deceives others by wearing a mask.  Note: I’ll
need to explain what “mask” means.

2nd Quote that supports this: The mask we wear “grins and lies”
Explanation: This is important because it shows that our facial expressions become a way we lie to (deceive)
others.

3rd Quote that supports this: “And mouth with myriad subtleties”
Explanation Along with our facial expressions, we also speak many small words and phrases that are meant to
deceive others.

Body Paragraph 2:
Topic Sentence (Take Straight from Your Reason 2): In addition to showing us how we deceive others, the poem helps us to
better understand why we want to deceive people in the first place.

AND SO ON . . .

Look at the Sample Research Paper with Annotations.  This will help you see
how to turn the outline into a paper. You can also look at the “Gangsta’s
Paradise” paper in the REFRESHER section of our class’ page on
drheafner.com. Even though the “Gangsta’s Paradise” paper is an early draft, it
still is a wonderful tool to help you as you construct your own arguments.


