
Excerpt from The Declaration of Independence: A Transcription
IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776.

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America,

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which
have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to
which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires
that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these
rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, --That
whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to
abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in
such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that
Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience
hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by
abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing
invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their
duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.--Such has been the patient
sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of
Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all
having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States.

Excerpt from a Letter to John Adams from Abigail Adams on March 31, 1776

. . . I desire you would Remember the Ladies, and be more generous and favourable to them than your
ancestors.  Do not put such unlimited power into the hands of the Husbands.  Remember all Men would
be tyrants if they could.  If perticuliar care and attention is not paid to the Laidies we are determined to
foment a Rebellion, and will not hold ourselves bound by any Laws in which we have no voice, or
Representation.

That your Sex are Naturally Tyrannical is a Truth so thoroughly established as to admit of no
dispute, but such of you as wish to be happy willingly give up the harsh title of Master for the more tender
and endearing one of Friend.  Why then, not put it out of the power of the vicious and the Lawless to use
us with cruelty and indignity with impunity.  Men of Sense in all Ages abhor those customs which treat us
only as the vassals of your Sex.  Regard us then as Beings placed by providence under your protection
and in immitation of the Supreem Being make us use of that power only for our happiness.



Phillis Wheatley's letter to the Rev. Samson Occom
February 11, 1774.

Reverend and honoured Sir,

"I have this day received your obliging kind epistle, and am greatly satisfied with your reasons respecting
the negroes, and think highly reasonable what you offer in vindication of their natural rights: Those that
invade them cannot be insensible that the divine light is chasing away the thick darkness which broods
over the land of Africa; and the chaos which has reigned so long, is converting into beautiful order, and
reveals more and more clearly the glorious dispensation of civil and religious liberty, which are so
inseparably united, that there is little or no enjoyment of one without the other: Otherwise, perhaps, the
Israelites had been less solicitous for their freedom from Egyptian slavery; I do not say they would have
been contented without it, by no means; for in every human breast God has implanted a principle, which
we call ~ it is impatient of oppression, and pants for deliverance; and by the leave of our modern
Egyptians I will assert, that the same principle lives in us. God grant deliverance in his own way and time,
and get him honour upon all those whose avarice impels them to countenance and help forward the
calamities of their fellow creatures. This I desire not for their hurt, but to convince them of the strange
absurdity of their conduct, whose words and actions are so diametrically opposite. How well the cry for
liberty, and the reverse disposition for the exercise of oppressive power over others agree - I humbly think
it does not require the penetration of a philosopher to determine."

Her Achievements

1. The first African-American to publish a book of imaginative
writing.

2. She started the African-American literary tradition.

3. She started the African-American women's literary tradition.

4. Her use of meter and rhyme-scheme is precise and correct.

5. She combined the influences of religion and neo-classicism in her
poems.


